
APPENDIX D

SECRETARY OF STATE GUIDANCE CONSIDERATIONS 

It is considered that the following matters set out in the Secretary of State's Guidance 
have a bearing upon the application:

1.2 The legislation provides a clear focus on the promotion of four statutory 
objectives which must be addressed when licensing functions are 
undertaken. 

1.3 The licensing objectives are: 
• The prevention of crime and disorder; 
• Public safety; 
• The prevention of public nuisance; and 
• The protection of children from harm. 

1.4 Each objective is of equal importance. There are no other statutory licensing 
objectives, so that the promotion of the four objectives is a paramount 
consideration at all times.

1.5 However, the legislation also supports a number of other key aims and 
purposes. These are vitally important and should be principal aims for 
everyone involved in licensing work. They include: 
• protecting the public and local residents from crime, anti-social behaviour 

and noise nuisance caused by irresponsible licensed premises; 
• giving the police and licensing authorities the powers they need to 

effectively manage and police the night-time economy and take action 
against those premises that are causing problems; 

• recognising the important role which pubs and other licensed premises 
play in our local communities by minimising the regulatory burden on 
business, encouraging innovation and supporting responsible premises; 

• providing a regulatory framework for alcohol which reflects the needs of 
local communities and empowers local authorities to make and enforce 
decisions about the most appropriate licensing strategies for their local 
area; and 

• encouraging greater community involvement in licensing decisions and 
giving local residents the opportunity to have their say regarding licensing 
decisions that may affect them. 

1.17 Each application must be considered on its own merits and in accordance with 
the licensing authority’s statement of licensing policy; for example, if the 
application falls within the scope of a cumulative impact policy. Conditions 
attached to licences and certificates must be tailored to the individual type, 
location and characteristics of the premises and events concerned. This is 
essential to avoid the imposition of disproportionate and overly burdensome 
conditions on premises where there is no need for such conditions. 
Standardised conditions should be avoided and indeed may be unlawful where 
they cannot be shown to be appropriate for the promotion of the licensing 
objectives in an individual case.



9.36 As a matter of practice, licensing authorities should seek to focus the hearing 
on the steps considered necessary to promote the particular licensing 
objective or objectives that have given rise to the specific representation and 
avoid straying into undisputed areas. A responsible authority or other person 
may choose to rely on their written representation. They may not add further 
representations to those disclosed to the applicant prior to the hearing, but 
they may expand on their existing representation. 

9.37 In determining the application with a view to promoting the licensing objectives 
in the overall interests of the local community, the licensing authority must give 
appropriate weight to: 

the steps that are necessary to promote the licensing objectives; 
the representations (including supporting information) presented by all 
the parties; 
this Guidance; 
its own statement of licensing policy 

13.13  A statement of policy should also make clear that licensing law is not the 
primary mechanism for the general control of nuisance and anti-social 
behaviour by individuals once they are away from the licensed premises and, 
therefore, beyond the direct control of the individual, club or business holding 
the licence, certificate or authorisation concerned. Nonetheless, it is a key 
aspect of such control and licensing law will always be part of a holistic 
approach to the management of the evening and night-time economy in town 
and city centres.


